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Are  you dyin g   to  take
your  S tree t   Rods  o ut  for

a ride !  like I   am.
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CONNECTICUT  STREET ROD
AS SOCIATION

POS T OFFICE BOX 1517 Wallingford, CT 06492

MINUTES OF THE Feb 7  2024, C.S.R.A. MEETING

SERGEANT  OF ARMS:

SECRETARY’S REPORT:

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Rich Ronzello

Accepted

Tom  reported that expenses are high this month due to taxes, insurance and deposit on swap 
meet venue.

BUILDING  INSIDE: First aid kit is mo unted in the board room .  Brick room  is shaping up and the  New cooler has 
arrived waiting to be wired up.

BUILDING Outside:

Donations:

NSRA:

4-C s :

Website:

Social Media:

Club Apparel:

By Laws:

No re po rt Armand is away .

4 c’s  $1000  - Middletown Vets  -  $250  -  Hadden  Vets  - $250  . 

Nothing to  report .

State talking about car taxes again.

No report Hans is  away.

Quiet  Shows will start to  happen.

Closet is full. Dave is waiting on Knit hats .

Changes  read to the members will be mailed out fo r vote .

Swap Meet: Prices to st ay the same. Let Coach K know if you hav e any health issues .  Meeting to follow Cars 
and Co ffee  o n  the 18 th.

Audit:

New Business: *

Newsletter:

50/50 Winners:

Getting better and m uch easier John thank all who helped.

Pete Bozo had a  couple strokes could uses some cheering up.

Junie happy with the UPS store do ing the printing Send him your  for-sale ads  no t  at the meetings.

Jerry Augustine and D ennis Dags
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March Bir th d a y   By Bette

Ryan S tandish  – 3 rd Tony Miceli  – 12th

Lisa Piesyna  – 4 th Ro se Della vecchio  –  1 5th

Bo b Kesilewski  –  6 th Taylor McKe on  – 23rd

Rich Ro nzello - 7 th Tom Armitage  – 3 1 st
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THE P RE Z SE Z

Hi Eve ryon e,

W e a re g e tting close r to Spring each d a y and I'm sure e veryone will ag ree - it can't get h e re fast
en ough . Now o n the subject of Spring, o ne tradition CSRA has been d o ing for a ve ry long time, our
May S wap Mee t is just a round t h e co rner. This ye a r will be our 54th eve n t. I remembe r th e first CSRA
swap m eet we a tt ended in the 7 0's. It was held at Sup erior Sp rings in Hartford. L aura a n d I d rove our
Deu ce road ster fro m New Have n to Hartford. That was the fa rthest jou rney to date fo r o u r topless
Ford fla thead p o wered Hot Rod . One g u y had a fla thead b lower man ifold o n h is ta b le. I looked a t it
th e p rice, it was $ 1 5.00. Of co urse, I d id not b uy it at tha t tim e. There were m aybe 40 vendo rs at the
m o st so afte r checking e verything o u t I returned to buy th at int a ke, which was n ow g one. At th is, m y
first swap mee t, one lesson I learned quickly if you see som ething you want - buy it! The wea ther tha t
da y was ove rcast with rain in the foreca st. Just in case it rained we were p repared. W e pu t a large
plast ic shee t in the trunk b ut o f co u rse no raincoa ts fo r u s. So , you g u e ssed it, the rain started falling
be fo re we left fo r h ome. Tha n kfully frien d s were th e re with a regular ca r La u ra rod e with them , a nd I
drove to p less in the rain. I will sa y - it is possible to d rive topless in the rain and sta y d ry a t highway
spe eds, but  when  I slowed  down,  well tha t  was a diffe rent  story!

While I'm on the subject o f th e swap m eet at the January club m eeting our S wap m eet chairm an
Bo b by a ka: Coa ch e xplaine d about th e h ealth issue s h e 's experiencing a nd asked if anyone was
inte rest ed in ta king o ver the reins. The two m embers who we thought were kind of co -chairs h elping
were not inte rested . So, a search was u nderway a nd I'm happ y to report we n o w ha ve two m emb e rs
who ha ve com e forward to take th is e ven t o ver. Felix Campagnuolo will b e helping Tom Lam bert who
volun teered to be the eve n t cha irman. Bo th g u ys a re m o re th an q ua lified to take on this ta sk an d
since the eve nt is a n all -m e m bers han d s -on de ck club e vent we can be su re our long -time tra dition o f
th e  CSRA swap meet will con tin ue to be  the eve n t thousands of  peop le  look f o rward to attend ing.

Ron Sa n  Giovanni

CLUB NEW S Because of hea lth issue s Bob Kes ilewski s aid he can’t do his job anymore is

stepping down a s Chairm a n of the Swa p Mee t. We thank Bob for the ma ny y e ars of organizing
the s wa p meet. We  now  wi s h Bob good health.

We  wa nt  to  thank  the  me mber  who  came  to  help  put  the  new  Frigida ire  in  the  Bric k  room. 
Ple ase  pray  for J udy VanBlarc o m ,  Bob Kesilewski,  a nd Sc ott Vitiell o  who  have  hea lth  is s ues.

DEAD LINE FOR NEWSLETTER  MARCH 23rd

DATE                                                   TIME                                                            EVENT                                          PLA CE 
3/17/24                                             8:00am                                                     Cars &Coffee                                   Clubhouse 
3/ 0 124                                         6:30 pm                       Club Bingo & Hot Wheel Dra g Racing             Clubhouse 
3/ 1 5 /2 4                                        6:30 pm                       Club Bingo & Hot Wheel Drag Racing             Clubhouse 
4/1 4/24                                        8 :00am                                                   Dust-off                                     Clubhouse
5/0 5/24 6 am to 3pm Swap Meet Rentschler  Fiel d 

OUR L ATE CONDOLENCE to Shirley Corbo, Pat Dagos t i n o wife whose 100 yr. old moth er d i e d 
on January 31st. Th ey h ad a p rivate service fo r th e family. Ou r thoughts and p rayers go ou t to
Sh irley and h er family.
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R ich Libassi  -  your "C.S.R.A. Historian" was nice enough to let us b orrow all of h is previous 
Nu tmeg Motor Newsletters.  I will be taking bits and pieces from them and sharing in each 
month’s newsletter.  Some things have chan ged , some remain the sam e ! 
Lau ra San Giovanni

 TID BITS FROM PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS: 
1985:

• President: Tom Falconier i

• Vice President: Vinnie Rin aldi 

• Club Du es a re $20.00

• Swap M eet will b e at Terr y v ille Fairgrounds

• Discussion o n whether or not to ru n the Food Concess ion Stan d a t th e Swap Meet or tu rn it over to th e Lion’s Club .  It was v oted 
to con tinu e ru nn ing it ou rselves.

• Tiny Arn old was  in a seriou s a ccident. He is  a t Mt. Sinai Hospita l and making good progress.

• Member’s wives/girl frien ds  a re inv ited to a ttend the May meeting. Lad ies d rinks  will  b e on t h e Club.

• Received a Than k You Aw ard from Ct. Dragway for  our p articipation a nd su pp ort of th e Ann ual Nos talgia Drags

• Gets really s mokey an d uncomfortable at m eetings d ue to p oor v entilation, co uld you cu t down o n t he s moking a little? 

• Storage trailer was  p u rchas ed to keep Swap  Meet stuff  in it .  Dav ey Day is keeping it at  his wrecking yard.

• Congrats  t o Ron & L au ra – parents o f a b aby girl. An d Pat (Bean) & Ann O lszewski  – have a new bab y b oy 

• There are 52 re gular members o f CS RA n ow.

• No more Ass ociate Memb ers!  If yo u d on’t hav e a ca r, you d on’t belong in CSRA

• Nats E ast h ad the biggest tu rn out y et = 1,952 cars! MHRA Rod Repair trailer  was  t h ere and CSRA is letter ed o n b oth s ides 
th ankin g CSRA for  t heir help.

• Christmas  Party will b e at th e Beechwood Man or in N orth Hav en

• Rich L ibassi invents the “Air Car” (s ee ph oto)  He will h av e an “ Air Car Show” with “ Air Awards”

• Dave Goduti will complete th e list  of eligibl e members i n order to order th e car covers for memb ers th at worked t he Swap M eet •
Newsletter Ed itor Paul Benoit finally got a  good co py machine

• Follow-Up on Rich’s  “ Air Car”….he s aid h e has  a dd ed “Air Brakes”

•     Paul & Sa lly are packing up t h e Mullins t railer for the 5 th  time to Str eet Rod N ats /St Paul 

•     New Members v oted in a re Doug J ohn so n, Joh n Mainetti, Steve Borelli, an d Peter Bo zzo

FORD

CHEV ROLET
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STUFF  FO R SALE

If you have stuf f to sell  you can e-m ail me at  J u n i e t o o n s @ A O L . c o m 

12/28/23Wan ted  -  Finall y  f ound  a   very  nice  1936  M ullins  t r ailer  box 
and  a   bare  f rame  but  I  am  now  looking  f or  a  number  of  m isc  parts  i.e 
springs  that  ar e  inside  t he  box  on  t he  sides  and  are  attached  t o   hood 
props  to keep the hood  up chains  t o hold t he rear t ail gate  in t he down 
position,  r ear  t aillight  arm,  latches  etc ..  Any  help  you  can  give 
would  be  greatly  appreciated.

Call  T om Gorml ey                                                                                    203-233-5901 or  t 27sedan@aol.com 
1/6/23 FOR SALE 1931  Ford r o adster 1953  flathead, newer c4  transmiss ion  ￼ For d 9 -inch rear  end sharp intake  at 
97 car bs lots  more  done to  it call for more  details  . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . $21,000  or OBO

CAL L MIKE                                                                                                                                                             203-800-6227 
8/1 FOR SALE Used Car Trailers. Single Axle, D ual Axle . . . .  . .  . . .  . . .  . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  Starting at  $400 and up 
8/1 FOR SALE 1979 C30, 22896 original m iles. Wheel lift runs great. I owned it for 21 years. . .  . . . . . .  . . $ 5,000 or OBO

Call Dave                                                                                                                                                                        860-930-5120
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THE MAGIC BA NK ACCOUNT  S E NT IN BY STEVE VANBARCUM

Imagin e that  you had  won th e Followin g *PRIZE* in a conte st:  Each  morn in g your ban k wou ld dep osit 
$8 6,400  in  your privat e account for you r use.

How ever,  this pr ize h as Rul es.  T h e set  of Rul es are:

1.  Everyth ing that you d id n't  sp end during each day wou ld be taken aw ay from you . 

2.  Yo u cannot simp ly transfer money into  some other accou nt.

3.  Yo u may only spend  It .

4.  Each  morn in g up on  awakenin g,  The ban k opens  you r accou nt with anot h er $86,400 f or that Day.

5.  Th e bank can end the game  w ithout  w arning;  at an y time,  it can say, Game Over!" It  can close the 
accoun t , And  you  w ill not  receive a new one.  What  wou ld  you  person ally do?

Yo u would bu y anything an d everything  you wanted  right ?  N ot  only for  yourse l f , but for all the  people  you  
love  and  care for. Even for  p eople you don't know becau se  you couldn't possib ly spend  it  all on you rself ,  right ? 
Yo u would try to  spend every  p enny, and use it all, b ecau se you knew  it would be rep len ished in the morn ing, 
righ t ?

ACTUALLY,  Th is GAME is REAL .  Sh ocked  ???  YE S!  Each  of u s is alread y a winner  o f this *PRIZE.* 
We  ju st  can't  seem  to see  it .

Th e PRIZE is *T IME!*

1.  Each  morn in g we  awaken  t o Receive  86,4 00  second s  is a gift of  LIFE.

2.  And  wh en  we  go to sleep  at nigh t, an y remaining t ime  is not cred ited t o us. 

3.  Wh at  we haven 't  u sed u p that d ay is forever  lost.

4.  Ye sterday is forever  gon e.

5.  Each  morn ing th e accou n t is  Refilled , but the bank can  dissolve  your  accou nt  at  any t ime  WITHOUT
WARNING...

SO, w h at will YOU d o with  you r 86,400 seconds?

Th ose  seconds  are worth so mu ch Mor e than t he same  amount  in  dollars.  Th in k about  it  and rememb er to 
En jo y every second  of  your  life, becau se time  races  b y so mu ch quicker  than  You th ink.  So , take care of 
you rself , be Happ y, love dee p ly and  enjo y life!  Here's w ishing  you  a wonderfu l And  beautiful day.  Start 
spen ding…

"DO N'T  COMPLAIN  ABOUT GROWING OL D!  "SOME  PEO PLE DO N'T GET  THE PRIVILEG E!
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Rentsc hler  Field 615 Silver  L ane

East  Hartford,  C T. 06118  

MAY 5 ,  2 0 2 4 
(V ENDO R SPACES AR E 15’ X 20’  -  $40) VEHIC LES OVER LENGTH OR 

WID TH NEED ADDI TIONA L SPOTS

CARS  FO R SALE  -  $3 0 - T RUCKS &TRAI LERS W/  CA R  - $60 

SPECTATO RS  -  $10 E A  - (Ki ds Under 12  FREE)  
ALL PRIC ES ARE SUBJECT TO  C HA N G E  WITHOUT NOTICE

NO SATUR DAY  SETUP  – N O A DMISS ION WI TH PETS

FO R MO RE INFORMATION:  WWW.CSRA.ORG  OR  CALL 

20 3-697 -911 3  - LE AVE MES SAGE
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February 08, 2024
Connecticut Street Rod Assoc. Inc. 
316 Woo dho use Ave.
PO  Box 1517 
Wallingford, CT 06492
Dear Members,  Thank you for your co ntribution of $250.00 to the Haddam  Veterans M useum which has been  
recognized as exempt  from federal income taxation under Section 501 ( c)(3) o f the Internal Revenue Co de and eligible to 
receive tax deductible donations. Federal law requires us  to  info rm you that no goods or services were provided to you  
in return for your gift. Therefore, the full amount of your gift is deductible fo r federal income tax purposes, subject to  
any limitations t hat might otherwise apply.

Yo ur donation will be used to  help support the Veterans M useum  in purchasing goo ds  and services that are not provided 
fo r in the Towns budget.

Haddam  Veterans Museum

Use of CSRA Clubhouse by Members
The following rules apply and m ay be mo dified at any time by the Board of D irectors.

Th e  u se  of  the  CSRA  clubh ouse  is  a  p rivilege  granted  to  all  mem bers  in  goo d  standin g  t o  b e  u sed  for  t h eir 
privat e  events wh ereby th e  member is host ing the  event.

At n o t ime may a member re serve t h e clubh ouse or outsid e p icnic ar e a f or a n on - member to u se for an event
wh ere t he mem ber h as no d irect affiliation or re lationship t o the even t . Memb ers are p rohibit ed f rom
sched u ling annu al events on or near th e same d ate ea ch year as t h is p re ven t s other member s from h avin g the
op p ortun it y o f reserving th e clubhou se,  especially du ring peak  summer  months and around holidays.

A club hou se reservation calen d ar is p osted in the boardroom and is maintained by the Bu ild in g Chairma n , wh o
will also maintain a secon d calendar for the sole p u rpose of d u al verif ication . Reque sts f or d ates can only be
mad e w ith in t h e cu rrent calend ar year. At no t ime is any member permit ted t o enter an even t on t h e
boa rdroom calendar. All even t entries are t o b e post ed b y the Build ing Chairman u pon appro val by t he Board
of D irectors.

Th e on ly are as available f or events are t h e large meetin g ro om and/or the outd oor p icnic areas. Use of the 
Board ro om and TV/M edia ro om is p rohibited. If n eeded , CSRA maintains t h e right to u se the Boardroom or 
TV /Med ia ro om f or club b u siness d u ring a scheduled p rivate event The kit ch en is accessible for coo kin g but
mu st b e t h orou gh ly cleaned after t h e event Th e ice mach in e and snow /ice mach ine is available f or u se d u ring
th e even t They can b e con n ected and turned on a d ay b efore b ut mu st b e shut d own immediately after t h e
even t ends. No  food , bever ages  or supplies will be fu rnished by CSRA.

It is in cu mbent u p on t he mem ber to lea ve the clu b h ouse areas in clud ing (but not limit ed to) t h e mee tin g
room , restroom s, h allw ays, ou t door are as (if u sed) an d t h e p arkin g lot in a clean and or derly mann er . If t h e
club h ouse is f ound t o b e left d irt y o r in d isarray the memb er may b e sub ject to t h e cost of the cleanin g service
to b e called in t o clean, It is also t h e respon sib ility of the member f or an y d amages that may occu r t o the
club h ouse du ring th eir even t an d will be  held accou ntab le  and liable for the   actions of their  gu est .

A  Hold  Harmle ss  agreement  must  b e   sign ed  b y   the  member  p rio r  to  t heir  even t ,  and  it  is   underst ood  t hat  the  
mem b er is also signing  on  behalf  of th eir  guests.
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HOLD HARMLESS
In co nsideration o f acceptance o f the use o f the property kno wn as Connecticut Street Rod Association (CSRA), 316
Woo dho use Avenue, Wallingford, CT 06492 and the right to participate, a m ember o n their o wn behalf and o n behalf o f
their guests and participants does hereby unconditionally agree to fully release, discharge and ho ld harmless the
Connecticut Street Ro d Association Board o f Directors (BOD), o ther m embers, em ployees, agents, representatives and
anyo ne else co nnected with the management o r presentation o f the Connecticut Street Rod Association o f and from any
and all known o r unknown dam ages, injuries, losses, judgments and/or claims from any cause whatsoever that m ay be
suffered by a member to their person o r  property and the person of  the member's guests  and participants.

Further, each m ember expressly agrees to indemnify and ho ld harmless all o f the fo regoing entities, firms, perso ns and
bodies from any and all liability o ccasioned o r resulting from the conduct o f the mem ber, their participants o r guests, o r 
any individual assisting o r cooperating with the m ember o r under the direction o r control o f the m ember which may
cause injury to the person o r property o f others while in attendance or participating in the activities o f the Connecticut
Street Rod Association property. It is incumbent upo n the undersigned m ember to no tify and info rm all their guests and
participants o f t his agreement prio r to  t heir event.

Connecticut  Street  Rod  Association  requires  all  m embers  and  their  guests  to  maintain  acceptable  behavior  during  the 
event while o n  the premises.

Date of Event
Member's printed name                                                                                                                          
Member's signature & Date

Approved by BOD 

Disapproved by BOD

Joh n  K o lasa  ha s  been  appointed  a s  th e  NSRA  State  Representative  a s  Sally's  replacem ent ,  and 
Joh n and  h is daughter h a ve been on A rmond's  insp e ction  team  .

JACK ROUSH’S SHOP
Ho w lucky can you get than these fou r get
Han s, Paula, Lise, and Armand when going to
Florida.

Th ey got to tou r the in sid e of Roush ’s Sh op
wi th a fr iend of Donna’s Wayne Sharp who
wo rks there.

I’m sure they got a better tou r than the average
crowd would get. I know Wayne will introduce
them the guys who bu ilt their engines.

Wayne h as taken a lot of Con n ecticut Street
Rodders on th at tou r an d it is well ap preciated.
Now the four wi ll go to Dean Dagliere’s h ouse
b efore c ompleting their two week trip to
Florida.
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HERE’S W HY YO U SHOULDN’T  WARM UP YOUR CAR IN THE WINTER  © Sasha  Ivanova/Shutterstock

If  ice  h as  formed  in  you r  car  lock,  g rab  a   straw.  And  put  the  end  of  the  st raw  right  up  to  the  lock  and  blow  int o 
the straw. Also, the war mt h from your breath wil l  m elt the ice, but i t t akes longer.

Why You Shouldn't Warm Up Your Car in The  Winter.

When it 's frigid outsi de and you have to driv e to some sort of destination, there's only one solut ion to fighti ng
the ridiculous cold: War m up the car. Just start it up a few mi nutes befor e hopping in, giving your cabin an d
your engine time to warm up before hit ti ng the road. Plus, it's supposed to be good for the life of your engine,
right?

Wrong! W arming up your car in winter befo re driving it is  actually terrible for your engine. A ccording to
Popular Mechanics, driv ing your car right aw ay is the fastest way to war m up your engine , and will actually
prolong the life of you r engine inst ead of letti ng it sit idl y before driving. Answering the old questi on on
whether you should war m up your car.

The reasoning has to do with how modern intern a l combustion engines wo rk. By letting your car sit t o warm up,
it's actually putting extra fuel int o the combusti on chamber, which c an get onto your cylinder wall s. Because
gasoline is an excell ent solvent, too much on your cylinder walls can dissolve the oil that lubricates your
cylinders, leading to shor ter life on cru cial compo nents.

Driving Your Car Will  Warm it  Up Quicker than  Idling

Of course, hopping int o a cold ca r is  never a  fun task. Although driving your car will actually w arm up your
engine faster than idl ing, it still means driving for a  period of ti me in a cold vehicle. And, it also means deali ng
with the frost on you r c a r windows be fore they w arm up. Fortunately, you can easily def rost your windows in
30 seconds with this  simple car windo w defrosting trick.

Why Do People Warm U p Their Car?
Now if warming up your car in winter is actuall y terrible for your engin e, why did people even do this in the
first place? According to USA Today , these practi ces comes from the use of cars with carburetors —a fuel
delivery syst em that p receded fu el inj ection that d id require warming up b eforeh and. S ome p eople would have
to wait up to 10 mi nutes before even getting into a car, deeming it safe enough to drive with a warmed -up
engine. Nev ertheless, c a rs and technology hav e drastically chang ed since the 1960s, which me ans thi s old
practice is no longe r requ ired.

Inste ad,  just  give  it  a  mi nute  and  sta rt  with  an  ea sy  drive.  Flooring  it  right  away  obviously  isn't  the  solut ion  but 
easing yourself int o a dri ve will  help to warm you r engine faster than you o riginally thought .

COUPLE PAID $100  F OR ABANDONED CA R
they  found  in  a  storag e  unit  —  Elon  Musk  bought  it  from  them  for  nearly  $1 
mill ion.

In 1989, a  coupl e from L ong Island, N ew York pa id roughly $100 for an unclaimed
storage unit. It w as a  bli nd auction, m eaning n either they nor the s eller h ad any id ea
what was inside.

When the couple opened the unit , they were in for what would li kely be the surprise of their li ves: Buried under
some old blankets sat a 1 976 Lotus Esprit sports car used in the filmi ng of the 1977 James Bond film "The S py
Who Loved Me." In the movi e, the sports car famously transforms into a  submarine and fires mi ssi les while
underwate r.
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Years lat er, none othe r th an Elon Musk bought  their find for nearly $1 mill ion.

The sports car on e of eig ht used in the filmi ng of the R oger Moore B ond movie,
but the only one that ope rated in und erwater sc en es had b een put in the storage
unit after filmi ng and remained there, forgotten f or more than a decad e unti l the
New York  couple (who h ave rem ained anonymous ) came  along.

At first, "t hey reall y didn't know what it was," Doug Redenius, co -foun der of the Ian Fleming Foundati on,
which authenticated th e car, tol d NBC News in 2013 of the couple, who ran a  busi ness r enting construction
tools. They had never  ev en seen a Bond  film. "They had no idea ho w valua ble their discovery was."

The husband had plann e d on fixing the sports car's dented roof and makin g other im provements. B ut after they
loaded the car onto a tru ck and set off for home, truckers conta cted them via CB radio to let them know they
were h auling a James Bo nd car, acco rding to R edenius.

The husband later  went o ut and rented the movie o n VHS and saw wh at he  had, Redenius t old NB C. 
Related vid eo: Insid e the $24 billi on  world  of classic cars

Snapped up by Musk
After  the  couple  "cosmet ically  restored"  the  vehic le,  they  displ ayed  it  in  occasional  exhibits  over  the  next  two 
decad es before de ciding to put it  up for auction in 2013.

Redenius added in the 2 013 int erview that he ha d heard about the c ar's e xist ence years afte r the c ouple started
exhibiti ng it, and he sought them out. He authent icated the c ar with the o r igi nal builders and put the couple in
touch with RM S otheby's, telli ng the couple if the car sell s for what we'r e hoping, that money will give you a
very comfortably for the  rest of your life.
Enter Elon Musk.

The  Lotus  sold  at  auction  at  R M  Sotheby's  in  2013  to  a   secret  buyer.  It  was  later  reve aled  that  the  new  owner 
was Musk, and he r eport edly paid  $997,000 for th e car.

Musk said he'd grown up  watching the Bond movie.
It  was  amazing  as  a  li tt le  kid  in  South  Af rica  to  w atch  James  B ond  in  'Th e  S py  Who  Loved  Me'  dri ve  his  Lotus 
Esprit off a pier, p ress a  butt on and have it transformed int o a submarine un derwate r.

“ I was disappoint ed to l earn that it can't a ctually transform. What I'm go ing to do is  upgrade it with a  Tesla
electric pow ertrain and tr y to m ake it transform fo r real, ” Musk told the auto blog Jalapic in a statem ent in 2013.
To originally equip the Lotus for the movi e, a  mar ine engineering firm con verted it int o a functional subm arine
at a cost of more th an $1 00,000 (the equivalent of  nearly $425,000 today).
Nicknamed " Wet Willi e," the c ar w as used for u nderwate r sc enes, so wh en it sold in 2013 it h ad no wheels,
only "articulated fins." It also couldn't drive on land, but it did actually work as a submarine, with ballast tanks
to make divi ng possi ble. The car also fe atured " a bank of four p ropellers" in the back of the v ehic le that let it
move underwater while b eing powered  by elect ric  mot ors in a water -tight c ompartment.

During  filmi ng,  the  underwater  s cenes  were  per f ormed  by  a   retired  U.S.  Navy  SEAL  we aring  ful l  scuba  gear 
with an oxygen tank, as t he car's inte rior was  filled with water, a ccording t o S otheby's.

Recently, Musk said that t he car served  as part of t he  inspi ration for Tesla's  new Cybertru ck.

Th e 197 6 Lotus Esprit submar ine is not even t h e mo st expensive car f ro m a Jam es Bond f ilm t o ever go up f or
au ction. In Au gust, an Aston Mart in D B5 that w as u sed t o p ro mote the 1965 Bond f ilm "Thun der ball" sold at
au ction  for $6.4  million  to  an an onymous buyer .
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